SINGAPORE HOME JOURNAL MAGAZINE - CHELSEA -
1995

Clients: John R Schlesinger / Michael Childers
Photography by Clive Frost

A\

3




TOP INTERIOR DESIGNER
DEREK FROST GOES SKYHIGH — WITH
BOTH THE NAME OF HIS LATEST
LONDON PROJECT, AND ITS
DESIGN PHILOSOPHY.
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ABOVE: A carved block of Portland stone provides both
shelf and dramatic sculpture. On it stands Grapes, a
contemporary ceramic by Hans Hedberg, and a whalebone
totem carving by Eskimo artist Mosesie Qillag.
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LEFT: The view across the sitting room showing the giant
wooden trusses supporting the ceiling. In the foreground
is a 17th century Spanish table displaying a fine Roman
marble torso from the 2nd century.
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Apartmems in London which
command a 360 degree view of the city are few and far between.
They need to be high up — almost “Skyhigh™ in fact — so it is not
hard to guess why innovative designer Derek Frost chose this
name to christen the renovation of a certain famous film and opera
director’s new home. The plan? To take the existing rundown
space — the top floor of a mansion block plus its adjoining roof
area — and mould it into a totally new London base combining
office, separate guest apartment and home.

“It was a great opportunity to start anew. The space was there
but in an appalling structural state. The upper floor was barely
habitable and the connection to the floor below was precarious,”
says Frost.

During the course of the extensive design and building work,
carried out in partnership with architect Peter Wood, every inter-
nal wall came down. Frost’s client was moving from a much larger
house, and since he has always been an assiduous collector of
things — oriental pieces, contemporary ceramics, pictures, tribal
rugs and Kitsch — good use was demanded of all available space.

Speaking of his brief to Frost, the film director explains: “It
was the greatest luxury being able to carve up the overall volumes
into exactly the configuration of rooms and connections that I
precisely required. I wanted a comfortable apartment that was
simple to run — good for entertaining large numbers of people, as
well as a smoothly functioning working environment. I wanted
clean clear architecture and simple decoration to ensure that my
collection of paintings and objects were prominent. I also needed
as much concealed storage space as possible.”

There is a complete difference in feel between the two floors,
adifference which Frost says he wanted to strengthen. “The upper
floor is the ultimate garret studio with all the magnificent great
timber structures which support the roof exposed. A huge ceiling
lantern and other high level openings further strengthen the
connection to the sky and light.

“A beautiful gently twisting stair of ash and polished stain-
less steel connects this upper space to the entrance below —
bringing with it a great flood of light from above.”

On the lower floor, adds Frost, conventional room shapes, tall
and very simply detailed, provide bedrooms and bathrooms, a
further office, dining room and kitchen, plus a separate guest
apartment. Exaggeratedly tall doorways, again strengthen the
connection between these lower rooms and allow the maximum
amount of light to penetrate into the heart of the apartment.

“The noise of the street below barely reaches this height,”
concludes Frost. “Itis an eyrie high in the sky. A lofty space filled
with light and colour and quiet.”

Globetrotting designer Derek Frost set up his own company,
Derek Frost Associates, nine years ago after spending a great
deal of time travelling the Far East. He lived for eight vears in
Hong Kong where his father worked for the Hong Kong Bank. On
his return to London he trained and worked for both Mary Fox
Linton and David Hicks. He is now a recognised and highly
creative force in the world of interior design. (See HJ May 1994
Issue)

Derek Frost Associates, Moreton Yard, Moreton Terrace Mews North,
London, SWI1V 2NT. Tel: 071 828 6270. Fax: 071 976 5059.
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A collector’s eyrie high in the sky... filled with

light and colour

ABOVE: In the bathroom
strong earth tones contrast with
the blue vanity counter.
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LEFT: Displayed against a mauve
wall in the master bedroom is a
collection of two late 16th-
century German gilt plaques,
Thai and Indian bronzes,

two Russian gilt shot cases and
a Roman oil lamp.
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OPPOSITE: At the far end of the
dining room Edward Burra’s black
and white watercolour Early
Morning Fog hangs over a
Spanish cabinet. To the left is a
Henry Moore lithograph.
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Derek Frost Associates, Moreton Yard, Moreton Terrace Mews North,
London, SWIV ZNT. & i%: 071 828 6270 < 1441 : 071 976 5059 -

The view from the red lacquered cloakroom leading into the entrance. A
collection of black and white 1950s period plates by Fornasetti is displayed
on the wall.
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